RUSSIA AND THE WEST IN IRAN

Iranian history."1S One of the sessions was marked by such violent
criticism of the Premier's policies that he and the majority sup-
porting him walked out in protest from the chamber. The nationalist
press caught up with the opposition's attitude, and one newspaper
went so far as to demand the imprisonment and trial of the Prime
Minister of his unconstitutional dealing in signing the oil agree-
ment with the Russians.19 On the other hand, even the Premier's sup-
porters were giving signs of being against the ratification. On Septem-
ber 28 Qavam's Director of Propaganda, Khaje Nuri, appealed in a
broadcast for purely national control of the oil resources.

In the midst of mounting Iranian courage, Ambassador Allen is-
sued an epoch-making statement. Speaking on September 11 in the
Irano-American Cultural Relations Society, Allen made it clear that
in the view of the American government Iran was perfectly free to
accept or to reject the Soviet offer, and that if she chose to reject it, she
could count on the support of the United States against Soviet threats
and pressure. The Ambassador declared:

The United States has no proper concern with proposals of a commercial
or any other nature made to Iran by any foreign government as long as
those proposals are advanced solely on their merits, to stand or fall on their
value to Iran. We and every other nation in the world, however, do be-
come concerned when such proposals are accompanied by threats of bitter
enmity or by a statement that it would be dangerous for Iran to refuse.

The United States is firm in its conviction that any proposals made by
one sovereign government to another should not be accompanied by
threats or intimidation. When such methods are used in an effort to obtain
acceptance doubt is cast on the value of the proposals.

Stressing that American policy was devoted to the removal of fear
of aggression in the world, he continued:

Our determination to follow this policy as regards Iran is as strong as any-
where else in the world. This purpose can be achieved to the extent that the
Iranian people show a determination to defend their own sovereignty.
Patriotic Iranians, when considering matters affecting their national in-
terest, may therefore rest assured that the American people will support
fully their freedom to make their own choice.

is The deputies criticizing the agreement were Emami Ahari, Abdul Qadir Azad
(from Khorasan), Dr. Abdul Hosein Etebar, and Abbas Massudi.
is Tehran-i-Emruz (instead of suspended Atash), Sept. 28, 1947.